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Obituary — Valerie Pearl 


Valerie Pearl, who died aged 89 on 29 January 2016, was a significant figure in the 
founding of The London Journal. After the death in 1967 of T.F. Reddaway, Pro- 
fessor in London History at University College London, Pearl, with a reputation 
firmly based on her outstanding London and the Outbreak of the Puritan Revolu- 
tion: City Government and National Politics (OUP, 1961), was his obvious succes- 
sor. She soon came to appreciate the lack of an academic periodical devoted to 
London studies. 

In 1973, Jim Dyos, Professor of Economic History at Leicester, about to publish the 
massive work he had co-edited on The Victorian City, wrote of the demise of a small 
biennial edited at Queen Mary College, East London Papers, characterized by ‘pro- 
moting the idea of a multidisciplinary study of urban society’, but lacking the geo- 
graphical scope or the funding to survive in a period of rising inflation. Dyos, like 
the editors of East London Papers, thought that a London-wide periodical could 
command the needed support. They therefore eagerly joined Pearl to promote ‘a 
unique experiment’ (as she put it in her editorial statement in the first number): ‘a 
more complete study of the whole region in its historical, its societal and its cultural 
framework’. A wide-ranging, interdisciplinary periodical, it would have authoritative 
articles, written so as to be readily accessible by non-specialists, expressing ‘something 
of the spirit of living and working in London and of its culture’. It was to be a journal 
with a message, ‘to make people aware of the importance of London’s immensely rich 
heritage’; and published in a style unusual among academic journals — distinguished 
by its extensive use of illustrations, its page size, paper and typography, so that it 
might ‘be found in every doctor’s or dentist’s waiting-room’. 

Pearl, through her unrivalled academic position and extensive connexions (her 
father had been an M.P.), was a key — and elegant — figure in the prolonged dis- 
cussions and difficult negotiations that continued through 1974, resulting ulti- 
mately in Messrs Longmans undertaking to fund (and that generously) The 
London Journal (so named after much debate) for a period of several years 
until it should be able to stand on its own subscription basis. Pearl was clearly 
the ideal person to be the first editor. In the first five numbers (1975-77), she 
set a pattern that her successors endeavoured to maintain, marked by embracing 
many disciplines, investigating contemporary as well as past London, offering 
‘viewpoints’ in which significant figures on the London scene might ride a per- 
sonal hobby-horse to attract a generalist reader, and a range of reviews not 
merely of books but also of exhibitions. 

Pressures familiar in the life of a senior academic led Pearl to hand over the editor- 
ship in 1977, but she continued to proselytize for the Journal, until her election as Pre- 
sident of New Hall drew her to Cambridge and a demanding new range of duties. 
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